April 23, 2010

To:  John Gonzalez and John Wilder

From:  Andrew Solow

Subject:  Park Service plan is to destroy Christmas Tree Pass climbing area

All six .pdfs referenced below searched for keywords “climb” and “rock” – results are below.
By proposing to remove all bolts installed near Willow Springs, LMNRA is proposing to destroy the entire Christmas Tree Pass Climbing Area.
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Chapter 1, page 9

Spirit Mountain Wilderness is also located in the Newberry Mountains in an area containing granite boulders and rock outcrops. Numerous archeological resources occur in the area. The mountain plays a prominent role in the religion and beliefs of the Yuman tribes of the lower

Colorado River. They believe it is their spiritual birthplace. Members of the Yuman tribes continue to use the area according to their traditions.

Bridge Canyon Wilderness is also located in the Newberry Mountains. The area contains rugged granite boulders, outcrops, caves, steep canyons, and intermittent springs and seeps. Stands of cottonwood trees can be found along the Grapevine and Sacatone washes. Perennial flowing water can be found in Bridge and Upper Grapevine canyons. This wilderness area is important desert tortoise habitat. The area also contains bighorn sheep, bobcats, coyotes, western chuckwallas, side-blotched lizards, Gila monsters, and rattlesnakes. There are also important archeological and ethnographic resources present, including rock art, and a variety of historic and prehistoric sites.
Chapter 2, page 32

NATIVE AMERICAN TREATY RIGHTS

The Yuman tribes, which include the Mohave, Hualapai, Yavapai, Havasupai, Quechan, Pai pai and Maricopa, have rights guaranteed by various treaties in the geographic area in which the wilderness areas are located. Some mountains and canyons located along the Colorado River have been identified as Traditional Cultural Properties and are listed in the National Register of Historic Places because of their significance to the Yuman tribes. This area is sacred to the members of these tribes, and they continue to use the area according to their traditions. The agencies will honor those legally established rights and cooperate with tribes holding those rights. Wilderness area managers will routinely consult with tribes and their representatives on a government-to-government basis in managing wilderness resources and uses.
Chapter 2, page 46

CHAPTER TWO: FRAMEWORK FOR MANAGEMENT, USE, AND 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE WILDERNESS AREAS
Climbing, Mountaineering, and Canyoneering

Rock climbing and scrambling is allowed without the placement of fixed anchors in designated wilderness areas in Lake Mead National Recreation Area and on the adjacent BLM lands. No new permanent means of support (i.e., bolting) can be left in place on routes. In general, fixed anchors discovered in wilderness areas will be removed and the holes patched if removal would not cause undue damage to the rock. Areas close to sensitive resources, such as bird nesting areas, will be closed to climbing or scrambling during nesting periods. Use of climbing equipment (including climbing chalk) within 50 feet of rock art will be prohibited. Climbing, scrambling, or walking upon rock art surfaces will be prohibited.
Chapter 3, page 74
CONCEPT AND SUMMARY

Alternative A provides a baseline for evaluating changes and impacts in the other alternatives. In this alternative, the no-action alternative, the National Park Service and Bureau of Land Management would continue to provide minimal management of the eight wilderness areas as has been the case since the wilderness areas were established in 2002. For the foreseeable future, there would be no major change in the management of the wilderness areas. Existing visitor uses (e.g., hiking, rock climbing) would continue. 

Chapter 3: Part 1, page 81 & page 97
Bridge Canyon Wilderness

Like Spirit Mountain, Bridge Canyon is a popular destination that likely will receive more use in the future, and potentially could see more impacts compared to the other wilderness areas.  Consequently, more proactive management is needed in this area to ensure that wilderness values are protected and the needs of visitors are met.

Under alternative B, the Grapevine Canyon Trail outside the wilderness area would be improved to more clearly direct visitors into the wash and the multiple user-created trails would be restored to natural conditions.

Climbing bolts by Willow Springs would be removed. The bolts do not receive much use, are not NPS sanctioned, and are not consistent with the area’s wilderness character.

Chapter 3: Part 2, page 115
Climbing bolts at Willow Springs would be removed
Chapter 4, page 149

Rock climbing is not a popular activity, due to the nature of the rock resource, although localized climbing occurs.  [2nd to last sentence of continuation of last paragraph on page 148]
Chapter 5, page 191
ALTERNATIVE B – PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
Apparent Naturalness
Efforts would be made to improve naturalness; these efforts would include the restoration of Tule Springs, the removal of climbing bolts in Bridge Canyon, and the closing of three roads to vehicles and conversion of the roads to routes (two in Spirit Mountain and one in Bridge Canyon).

Chapter 5, page 193
ALTERNATIVE C

Apparent Naturalness

Efforts would be made to improve naturalness; these efforts would include the restoration of Tule Springs, the removal of climbing bolts in Bridge Canyon, and the closing of three roads to vehicles and conversion of the roads to routes (two in Spirit Mountain and one in Bridge Canyon).

